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Program Highlights  

V i s i t  o u r  u p d a t e d  w e b s i t e :  w w w . l c g s c o . o r g  

Regular meetings are held on the 3rd Thursday at 6:30 p.m. in 

the Community Room of the Harmony Public Library at 4616 S. 

Shields Street (Front Range College Campus West Side)  
 

**March 3: Family Tree Maker Users Group, Fort Collins - 7 pm 

Harmony Public Library in the Community Room 

FTM 2009 software basics presented by Bob Larson 

See page three for class information. 

 

**March 7: Introduction to Genealogy, Fort Collins - 10 am 

Fort Collins Main Library in the Ben Delatour Room 

Three hour class presented by Bob Larson 

 

March 10: Cheyenne GHS meeting - 6:30 pm 

Laramie County Library, 2200 Pioneer Avenue 

Program: ñCemetery Researchò presented by Sharon Field 

 

**March 19: Larimer County Genealogical Society, Fort Collins - 6:30 pm 

Harmony Public Library in the Community Room 

Program: ñPuttin Meat on Dem Bones presented by Judy Emmett 

See program highlights for details. 

 

**April 3: Family Tree Maker Users Group, Loveland - 7 pm 

Loveland Public Library in the Community Room 

FTM 2009 software intermediate class presented by Bob Larson 

See page three for class information. 

 

April 14:  Cheyenne GHS meeting - 6:30 pm 
Laramie County Library, 2200 Pioneer Avenue 

Program: FamilySearch and the Family History Library presented by Melanie 

Bosselman 
 

**April 16: Larimer County Genealogical Society, Fort Collins - 6:30 pm 

Harmony Public Library in the Community Room 

Program: ñPreparing for a Successful Trip to the Family History Library in Salt 

Lakeò presented by Valerie Lair. Please see program highlights for details. 

 

**April 18 Genealogy on the Internet Workshop, Fort Collins - 9 am 

Harmony Public Library in the Community Room 

Three hour workshop presented by librarian Ginny Feagler 

Please register at FTM@lcgsco.org. Class size is limited to 20. 

 

**June 12-13, Colorado Family History Expo, Loveland 

Two day conference at the new Embassy Suites on The Ranch fairgrounds in 

Loveland. Over 25 national and local speakers will present 80 classes with over 40 

vendor exhibits. Please register at www.fhexpos.com. Cost: $45 to $90. 

Marchôs Program: ñPuttinô 

Meat on Dem Bones: Using 

History and Anthropology to 

Flesh out Your Family Storyò 

presented by Judy Emmett. 

Judy will discuss how past 

research and anthropology can 

lead to new discoveries in 

your family history. 
 

Judy is a past president and current vice 

president of the Estes Park Genealogical 

Society. As a longtime family historian, Judy 

has researched extensively throughout the 

U.S. and Europe. Judy graduated with a 

degree in anthropology from Southern 

Colorado State College. 
 

Aprilôs program: ñPreparing 

for a Successful Trip to the 

Family History Library in 

Salt Lakeò presented by 

Valerie Eichler Lair . With 

our upcoming trip to the 

Family History Library in 

September, Valerie gives detailed 

information on making it beneficial and fun. 

Valerieôs lively and information-filled 

presentations have spurred many of our 

members to take the next step in their own 

research. Valerie has been a professional 

genealogist since 1990. She is a researcher, 

instructor, lecturer and author. 

Events Calendar  

http://www.fhexpos.org/


 
LARIMER COUNTY GENEA LOGICAL SOCIETY OFFICERS  

President  Robert Larson  225-0491 
Vice President  Carol Stetser  495-1132 
Treasurer  Paul Smith  613-1930 
Recording Secretary  Open   
Corresponding Secretary  Hap Hazard 484-9194 
Board Member Ceil Damschroder 226-2164 
Board Member Pat Walker 420-3597 

 
 

COMMITTEE CHAIRS 
 

Archival Sonny Hygh 204-1460 
Budget & Finance Len Ray 282-0915 
Council Representative Marilyn Rudd  484-1197 
Education Open  
Hospitality  Open   
LDS Contact  Pat Johnson   482-3385 
Membership  Jan Hygh 204-1460 
Publications  Hap Hazard 484-9194 
Publicity Kathy Patrick                   206-1664 
Recycle Table Cathi Smith 613-1930 
Researcher-Ft. Collins  Carol Stetser  495-1132 
Researcher-Loveland  Al Boswell   669-8766 
Webmaster Pat Walker 420-3597 
 

NEWSLETTER STAFF 

Editor  Robert Larson 225-0491 
Publisher  Kareen Whatley  377-0520  
Distribution  Julia Hillen   482-5957 
 

Larimer County Genealogical Society meets at 6:30 p.m. on 
the third Thursday of each month (except no meeting in 
December) at the Harmony Public Library, Community Meeting 
Room, 4616 So. Shields Street in Fort Collins, CO. 

Dues are $18 per year for an individual or $27 per year for a 
family. 

The newsletter is published six times a year. Please submit all 
articles and announcements to the newsletter committee at  
email address: newsletter_editor@lcgsco.org  or to our 
mailing address below.  

 
Mailing Address:  Larimer County Genealogical Society 

PO Box 270737,  
Ft Collins, CO 80527-0737 

 
Website:  www.lcgsco.org 
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Presidentôs Message 
Bob Larson  

As your new president, I want to thank all 

the membership for electing me during this 

troubling economy. But the good news is 

according to local economists, Northern 

Coloradoôs economy is doing fairly well. 

Even our society is doing really well on 

membership renewals.  
 

Iôve been working with the Board on my two year plan. 

Many great events are planned and I will let you know more 

details as the Board approves it. Several items are already set 

in motion. Our previous president, Ken Goldsberry, made 

arrangements with Allnut Funeral Home to have their 

mortuary records digitized by the Family History Library. 

Weôre working out the details on who will be indexing those 

records. 
 

Lots of informational workshops and classes have been 

planned for this year. Please see the workshop schedule 

flyers at each monthly meeting, in our newsletter, and on our 

website. Please take advantage of these workshop and classes 

as they benefit you in becoming a better genealogist. 
 

Sharon Greenlee presented an interesting program in 

February using web methodology and short vignettes on 

writing your family history. Hopefully, some of you will try 

her methods in writing your family history. 
 

In June, two great events that you must attend are the annual 

Victorian Sunday in the Park and the new Colorado Expo. 

The Victorian event started last year and was a real success! 

Over 1500 people attended this event that had great 

entertainment and free snacks beside the many exhibitor 

booths. We had over 150 people attend our booth to learn 

about our society and genealogy. It will held on June 14 at 

Fort Collinsô Library Park. More information will be given in 

the near future. 
 

The new Colorado Expo will be at the new Embassy Suites 

hotel and conference center on the Ranch fairgrounds in 

Loveland. With over 80 planned classes using 25 national 

and regional speakers, I believe it will be very successful 

with over 2,000 genealogists attending from a four state 

region. Please let your relatives and friends know about the 

expo conference to be held on June 12 & 13. You wonôt want 

to miss either of these exciting events. 
 

Carol Stetser is our new vice president. She has been 

organizing a great line up of speakers for 2009. And we are 

in need of several volunteers to help on committees and at 

least chair them. Please let our Board members know if 

youôre interested in volunteering. 
 

As Ken always mentioned in his previous column, please 

invite a guest (BAG) to our monthly meetings. As Roy 

Rogers (remember him?) used to say in his closing, 

Happy Trails!  Bob 

Family History Center contact info:  

Fort Collins hours at 226-5955 

Tue and Wed: 10am-4 pm & 6:30-9:30 pm and 

Sat: 9 am to noon. Loveland hours at 669-6498  

TIP: Go to http://familysearch.org and choose  

ñSearch Recordsò.  Select ñHistorical Booksò from  the 

dropdown menu. This collection now holds 27,124 books that 

have been digitized. That means they are free for your use! It is 

a  great resource and only takes a few minutes to learn how to 

search there.  

Family History Center News 
by Pat Johnson 

http://familysearch.org


Ancestry and FamilySearch are expanding their databases every month. Even though FamilySearch doesnôt 

have 27,000 worldwide databases that Ancestry has, they offer free and different databases that Ancestry doesnôt 

have. So check both of these popular website for new databases quite often. (From Internet Genealogy 3-09) 
 

Do you know what paper collections might help you in your genealogical research? Do you know what 

manuscript collections have been digitized for the Web? The National Union Catalog of Manuscript Collections 

is the most comprehensive guide to manuscript collections available. If you visit our blog, www.genealogyandfamilyhistory.com, 

this week, you can get the benefit of reference librarian Carolyn Barkley's introduction to genealogical manuscript collections. This 

is one free article you don't want to miss. 

How Popular is Genealogy? by Dick Eastman 
 

I have no doubt that genealogy is very popular. For proof, I can point out that more than 40,000 people read my 

newsletter every week. FamilySearch.org and Ancestry.com are some of the more popular sites on the Web with 

hundreds of thousands of users. Local genealogy libraries and Family History Centers serve thousands of patrons 

every day. The study of one's family tree obviously is a popular activity among Americans, but is it really the second 

most popular interest? Or tenth most popular? Or fiftieth? 
 

The only reputable survey that I know of was published in American Demographics magazine in 1995. The survey 

reported that some 113 million adults in the US, or four out of ten of us, were at least somewhat interested in family 

history. This survey appears to prove that genealogy is one of America's most popular hobbies. In short, while the 1995 survey in 

American Demographics magazine may be interesting, I believe it is no longer valid. The genealogy world has changed greatly 

since 1995. I would not trust a survey that is fourteen years old to provide meaningful answers about anything that is popular on 

today's World Wide Web. 
 

To be sure, genealogy is very popular on the World Wide Web. A search for the word "genealogy" on Google returns more than 97 

million occurrences of the word. Time Magazine even named genealogy as one of the four most popular topics on the Internet in its 

19 April 1999 cover article. (Sex, finance, and sports were the other three.) 
 

Then there are hundreds of local and regional antique fairs, hot rod shows, boating shows, sportsmen's shows, and more. Many of 

these attract tens of thousands of people; some attract hundreds of thousands. So, how big are the national genealogical 

conferences? In recent years, the two largest conferences attracted only 800 to 1,600 attendees each. Is this an indication that 

genealogy is one of the five most popular personal interests among Americans? 
 

Finally, let's examine the businesses that serve this personal interest. I do not have sales figures available, but obviously the golfing 

industry serves a multi-billion dollar marketplace. So do firms that sell to hunting, fishing, gardening, health & fitness, pets, 

firearms, stamp collecting enthusiasts, and other companies that serve personal interests. In summation, I will suggest that 

genealogy is indeed a very popular activity among Americans. Hundreds of thousands, perhaps a million people are actively 

looking for their family heritage. However, that number pales in comparison to some other personal interests that I have mentioned. 

Do you believe there are more genealogists than that? Is genealogy one of the top five personal interests in America? I have one 

challenge for you: find some believable statistics to prove it! (From Eastmanôs Online Newsletter 2-19-09) 

 

Marchôs class will demonstrate the Places and Sources workspaces. Over 3 million locations are represented using Microsoftôs 

virtual Maps worldwide database in locating your ancestor. FTM offers a road map view, second or third dimensional views, and 

even two aerial views of your ancestor locations. Citing sources is an important trait of genealogists. Weôll show you how simple it 

is to cite all the different sources using the internal source guide tool. March 3 at the Harmony Library at 7 pm. 
 

Aprilôs class will show how easy it is to research your ancestors using the Web Search feature with the many different genealogy 

databases, either free or paid subscriptions.FTM allows users to access many databases using intelligent commands to search and 

retrieve the information of your ancestors. In addition, we discuss several of the main menu items. April 3 at the Loveland Public 

Library at 7 pm. 
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Letôs Go Site-Seeing!  

Genealogy Tidbits  

Family Tree Maker Users Group  

http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102435655253&e=001iXioiKhhdd0edBHkvBAgqrnmy8q-QlpTiZ8_PBflJQMNGz6_QNY6oQUescBS83kUT9AAzSLTX7L9zLOYTwyc-48UZVu9gEU9Y_xzIfrRuSucDwRCZh8EXE85jytVBl5X1ekR2AzZHR0=
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Membership News 
 

Please welcome members Richard Hammond, Linda Stevens, Ellen Wheeling from Ft Collins and Janet Collins from Loveland! 

 

Society Presents President Ken Goldsberry With Appreciation Award 
 

After the Board elections at our January meeting, new President Bob Larson (at right) 

awarded outgoing president, Dr. Ken Goldsberry, an appreciation plaque for his four 

years of great service as president. Ken inspired many of the members to serve on several 

new committees that he recommended with the Boardôs approval. 

 

In addition, Ken started several research projects with the help of fifteen society members, 

that created three new publications for our society. The publications were sold to many 

libraries and other societies for additional revenue. He started the annual Holiday 

Adventure dinners in December and involved our society with the Victorian Sunday in the 

Park and the popular annual Cemetery Stroll events. 

 
 

Family Tree Maker Users Group Presents Writing & Publishing Your Family History Class 
 

The Family Tree Maker Users Group presented their 

annual class on writing and publishing your family history 

last November. Over 25 people attended the class to learn 

about different methods in writing their family history. 

Bob Larson, Carol Stetser, Boyd Johnson, and Jean 

Messinger as shown L-R, gave presentations on their 

recent works. The November class is available in video 

format on our website. Please check the latest FTM Users 

Group classes in our newsletter and at www.lcgsco.org. 

 

High Plains Library District Sponsors Family History Month in Greeley 
 

The High Plains Public Library in Greeley asked our society and others to attend their 

Family History Fair last October. Twelve exhibitors attended the fair including our society. 

LCGS Researcher and Recording Secretary Carol Stetser (shown at left) and Education 

Chair Bob Larson helped at the one day event. Approximately one hundred visitors 

attended the fair to learn about the dozen different genealogy societies, that displayed a table 

there. Several lectures were given on genealogy at the library. 

 

Many cultural genealogy societies from the Colorado area had tables with lots of great 

information on their society at the event. 

 
 

Education Committee Offers 18 New Genealogy Workshops & Classes 
 

As in the past years, our society has been offering many workshops and classes for members and the 

public to learn about genealogy and family history. Nine classes are devoted to the new Family Tree 

Maker 2009 and GenSmarts genealogy software. Two workshops will be on Researching Your 

Genealogy on the Internet at the Harmony Public Library, four classes are presented on the Introduction 

to Genealogy at four different libraries, and three classes will be presented on DNA, preservation and 

conservation of documents and photographs, and scrapbooking at the Loveland Library.  

 

This is a great opportunity for our members, new genealogists, and the public to learn more about genealogy and their family history 

by attending these informational classes as taught by several experienced speakers. Please see our class schedule at our meetings, in 

our calendar events within our society newsletter, or on our website at www.lcgsco.org. 

Society News  

http://www.lcgsco.org


Research News  
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Cheapskate Genealogy:  Researching Without Breaking the Budget 
by Carol Stetser, Vice President & Researcher 

 

Genealogy is an expensive hobby. There are always more things to spend money on: the latest software, ñpay 

per viewò databases, record keeping supplies and trips to ancestral homes, just for starters. In these tough 

economic times, everyone is looking to save money, but, hopefully, not at the expense of doing a good job on 

his family history. Since Iôm a self-proclaimed cheapskate, who still likes to do a good job of researching, Iôve 

found a few ways to squeeze every penny. 
 

Books 
 

Family historians and books just seem to go together. Most genealogists were bibliophiles long before they were family 

historians. Many of us have books, double and even triple stacked on our shelves; we just canôt resist buying the latest genealogy 

book (or any other book, for that matter!). Unfortunately, this is a good way to spend a lot of money. One of the best ways to 

keep book spending in line is to use the local library. The local library may not have a huge genealogy section, but youôd be 

surprised how many genealogically useful books they stock. Donôt forget that in Colorado we have the Prospector system which 

allows you to borrow books from other member libraries in the state. Itôs quicker and easier than interlibrary loan.  
 

Hard as it is for us book lovers to admit, the Internet has made some books unnecessary. Keep this in mind when youôre 

contemplating possible book purchases. For example, The Handy Book for Genealogists and Ancestryôs Red Book used to be 

absolute necessities because they gave up-to-date information on counties, including when counties were formed, the date that 

various records were kept from and so forth. Theyôre still good reference books and worth the money, if your book budget is 

large; however, the USGenWeb site (www.usgenweb.com) has most of the same information ï for free! 
  
Finally, remember that the Internet has made many location specific index books unnecessary purchases. Many genealogical 

societies have published books of local records such as cemetery and marriage indexes. Although itôs a great temptation, thereôs 

usually no reason to buy these books. More and more of them are appearing on society websites, and, even if they arenôt online, 

itôs usually quite easy to get someone to look up names in them. Post queries on message boards or request a lookup on a search 

site such as Random Acts (www.raogk.com). 
 

Databases 
 

There are literally thousands of genealogy websites available. Some are free, but many are subscription. Some are worth the 

money; others are not. How do you tell the difference? Before you sign up, see if there is a free trial period (www.ancestry.com  

has a 14-day free trial, for example) or by month for $19.95. If there is a monthly rate, try the website for a month before you 

commit to a year (www.worldvitalrecords.com charges $5.95 per month; www.genealogybank.com charges $9.95 for 30 days, 

as examples). Often, you can get everything of value to your particular research in that amount of time, and a longer subscription 

is unnecessary. Just be sure to cancel your subscription at the end of the trial/monthly period; many of the websites automatically 

renew unless you specifically tell them not to. 

 

Ancestry.com is probably the best ñpay per viewò website; it is fairly expensive at about $150 per year for the US version (and 

double that for the World version), but it does have many digitized versions of original records. The good news is that the Fort 

Collins and Loveland libraries both have subscriptions. Saving nearly $300 may be enough incentive to counteract the thrill of 

researching in your pajamas or nightgown! You can also email the images back to yourself at the library for retrieval at home. 
 

Trips 
 

Most family historians want to actually visit the places their ancestors once lived. This can be a very satisfying experience, but it 

can also cost a lot of money. Researching onsite at the local courthouse is fun, but remember that any research you do from home 

will be infinitely cheaper. Try to do everything you can before you go so that you can concentrate on research that can only be 

done at the local courthouse or cemetery. The internet has made it possible to do a great deal of research from the comfort of your 

armchair; be sure to check the local library and genealogical society in your area before you even think of making a trip. 
 

Also check the state archives and state historical libraries online; many of them have databases that can be accessed from home.  

Finally, check out the Family History Library catalog online to see what records you can order into your local Family History 

Center. By doing as much research from home as possible, youôll be able to maximize what you do while on location, and youôll 

be able to do it in less time. If you really think before you spend, Iôm sure youôll be able to find even more money-saving ideas.  

Iôm always up for saving money, so be sure to let me know what you find. 
 

Editorôs Note: This is a condensed version of Carolôs article. See the full version on our website under genealogy articles. 

http://www.usgenweb.com/
http://www.raogk.com/
http://www.ancestry.com/
http://www.worldvitalrecords.com/
http://www.genealogybank.com/

