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Program Highlights  

V i s i t  o u r  u p d a t e d  w e b s i t e :  w w w . l c g s c o . o r g  

Regular meetings are held on the 3rd Thursday at 6:30 p.m. in 

the Community Room of the Harmony Public Library at 4616 S. 

Shields Street (Front Range CC Campus West Side)  
 
May 5: Family Tree Maker Users Group - 7 pm 
Harmony Public Library in the Community Room 
FTM 2009 software review presented by Bob Larson 
See page four for class information. 
 
May 9: DNA and Your Genealogy Class ï 9 am 
Loveland Public Library, 300 N. Adams Street 
Three hour class presented by Bob Benedict 
No registration is necessary! 
 
May 12: Cheyenne GHS Annual Meeting - 6:30 pm 
Laramie County Library, 2200 Pioneer Avenue 
Program: ñWhatôs the Story Behind the Photographò by Lissa Ann Forbes 
 
May 21: Larimer County Genealogical Society - 6:30 pm 
Harmony Public Library in the Community Room 
Program: ñUsing Patent Records for Genealogical Researchò by Dawn Rohan. 
See program highlights at right for details. 
 
June 2: Family Tree Maker Users Group - 6:30 pm 
Council Tree Library in the Community Room 
GenSmarts software review presented by Bob Larson 
See page four for class information. 
 
June 12-13: Colorado Family History Expo - 8 am 
Two day conference at the new Embassy Suites on The Ranch fairgrounds in 
Loveland. Over 30 national and local speakers will present 88 classes with over 30 
vendor exhibits. Please register at www.fhexpos.org.  
Cost: $75 to $85 for the two-day conference. 
 
June 14: Victorian Sunday in the Park, Fort Collins ï 10 am 
Lots of great entertainment, activities, and exhibitors at the Fort Collins Library 
Park all day. Dress up in Victorian era clothes and enjoy the free entertainment. 
Stop by our booth and say ñHiò to our volunteers! 
 
June 18: Larimer County Genealogical Society - 6:30 pm 
Harmony Public Library in the Community Room 
Program: ñResearching in Your Own Backyardò by Sue Seniawski 
 Please see program highlights at right for details. 
 
June 27: Genealogy on the Internet Workshop - 9 am 
Harmony Public Library in the computer lab 
Three hour workshop by Ginny Feagler and Bob Larson 
Class is full! Register for next workshop on November 14. 

 
All programs are FREE unless noted and  

the public and friends are cordially invited to attend. 

May 21 Program: Dawn 
Rohan will present ñUsing 
Patent Records for 
Genealogical Research.ò 
Dawn discusses using 
patents to fill in some of 
the blanks in family history 
research. She also explains 
in detail how to access 

these little-used, little-known resources.  
     Dawn has been the Intellectual Property 
Librarian for the Wyoming State Library in 
Cheyenne since 2001. As the manager of the 
Patent and Trademark Depository Library, 
she teaches patent and trademark searching 
statewide. She received her Bachelor of Arts 
in Anthropology and Master of Arts in 
Library and Information Studies from the 
University of Wisconsin-Madison. 
 

June 18 Program: Sue 
Seniawski will present 
"Researching in Your Own 
Backyard: What's in the 
Genealogy Collection at 
the Laramie County 
Library." The library at 
Cheyenne, Wyoming, is a 
wonderful resource with a 

large genealogical collection. The library 
moved into their new building last year that 
features state-of-the-art facilities for 
researching. In addition, it is one of the few 
Family History Centers located in a library, 
which means extended hours for 
researchers. Sue will discuss the highlights 
of researching in this collection and the 
Wyoming State Archives in Cheyenne. Sue 
was past president of the Cheyenne Society 
and a former librarian from this library. 

Events Calendar  

http://www.fhexpos.org/


 
LARIMER COUNTY GENEA LOGICAL SOCIETY OFFICERS  

President  Robert Larson   225-0491 
Vice President  Carol Stetser 495-1132  
Treasurer  Paul Smith  613-1930 
Recording Secretary  Open 
Corresponding Secretary  Hap Hazard 484-9194 
Director At Large Ceil Damschroder 226-2164 
Director At Large Pat Walker 420-3597 

 

COMMITTEE CHAIRS 
 

Archival/Study Groups Sonny Hygh 204-1460 
Basement Bookshelf Roger Long 482-8643 
Budget & Finance Len Ray 282-0915 
Council Representative Marilyn Rudd  484-1197 

Education Sherri Schloss 226-2343 

LDS Contact  Pat Johnson   482-3385 
Membership       Jan Hygh     204-1460 
Mentor Program      Sharon Koleber 669-2599 
Publications  Hap Hazard 484-9194 
Publicity Kathy Patrick                   206-1664 
Recycle Table Cathi Smith 613-1930 
Researcher-Ft. Collins  Carol Stetser  495-1132 
Researcher-Loveland  Al Boswell   669-8766 
Webmaster Pat Walker 225-0491 
 

NEWSLETTER STAFF 

Editor  Robert Larson   225-0491 
Publisher  Kareen Whatley  377-0520  
Distribution  Julia Hillen   482-5957 
 

Larimer County Genealogical Society meets at 6:30 p.m. on 
the third Thursday of each month (except no meeting in 
December) at the Harmony Public Library, Community 
Meeting Room, 4616 So. Shields Street in Fort Collins, CO. 

Dues are $18 per year for an individual or $27 per year for a 
family. 

The newsletter is published six times a year. Please submit all 
articles and announcements to the newsletter committee at  
email address: newsletter_editor@lcgsco.org  or to our 
mailing address below.  

 

Mailing Address:  Larimer County Genealogical Society 
PO Box 270737,  

Ft Collins, CO 80527-0737 
 

Web page:  www.lcgsco.org 
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Presidentôs Message 
Bob Larson  

We had several great programs with Judy 

Emmett on using anthropology to do family 

history research and Valerie Lair on preparing 

for the Family History Library (FHL) in Salt 

Lake as noted below. Medical records, revealing 

family interviews, or even newspaper articles 

could hold the key to your ancestorôs past 

history. With Valerieôs great presentation, many 

of you will want to visit the FHL before September. Itôs definitely a 

great library with so much information that youôll have to make a 

return trip just to collect it all! Iôve been there six or seven times for 

a week at a time, since I first walked through their doors in 2001. 
 

Be sure to check our expanding video classes on our website. You 

may not be aware of the extra time our speakers devote to having 

their presentations on video plus yours truly devotes to video 

editing. So hopefully you will enjoy the videos and gain some great 

knowledge these speakers are giving you. We currently have twelve 

video classes or society highlights divided into 30 minute or less 

sessions. We plan on adding two more genealogy training videos 

this year. You can see them on our website on the video webpage at 

www.lcgsco.org/videos. 
 

Donôt forget to register for the upcoming Colorado Family History 

Expo on June 12 & 13 at www.fhexpos.com. Prices increase after 

June 9. It will be held at the new Embassy Suites Conference Center 

on the Ranch fairgrounds in Loveland. We expect over 2,000 

genealogists from a four state area to attend this conference. There 

will be over 30 national and regional speakers giving more than 80 

classes during this two day event with over 30 exhibitors. Weôre 

sharing a booth with several other genealogical societies, so new 

genealogists in the area will be able to learn more about us and join 

our society at the expo. 
 

On June 14, our society will be exhibiting at the second annual 

Victorian Day in the Park, Library Park that is. Our staff will be 

dressed in Victorian era clothes to promote our society under one of 

the big tents. There will be lots of great entertainment and activities 

for adults and children to learn about the history of Fort Collins and 

Larimer County. Although you can bring your own lunch, visitors 

can also purchase Victorian era food, ie, hot dogs, popcorn, etc. Plan 

on attending as last yearôs event was a success with over 1500 

people attending and it was very enjoyable! 
 

The WYCO Family History Library Trip is being finalized. The 

dates are September 20 to 27. Eight great days starting with a bus 

ride with fellow genealogists from several societies to Salt Lake 

City. Weôll have more information at our meetings, in future 

newsletters, and on our website. Thanks to our former President, 

Ken Goldsberry and our Treasurer Paul Smith for their help! For 

those interested in attending, please keep tuned.  
 

As you remember, a membership survey was sent in February. The 

results indicated that our programs, classes, and website are on track. 

We made some changes in this newsletter based upon your requests. 

Several members recommended a larger meeting room is needed, 

which we are working on for next year. Three volunteers at each 

meeting will provide our refreshments, so kudos to them for 

volunteering their time and helping during hospitality. Thanks to 

McDonalds Restaurants on Timberline at Horsetooth for their tasty 

free coffee and support. I hope to see you at one of our many events.  

 Happy Trails!  

Family History Center contact info:  

   Call Fort Collins FHC at 226-5955 

   Tue and Wed: 10am-4pm & 6:30-9:30pm 

   Sat: 9 am to noon 

   Call Loveland FHC at 669-6498  

    

TIP: Things have changed at http://familysearch.org 

To find the 1880 US and 1881 Canadian  

censuses go to "advanced search" and choose "census"  

on the left hand bar. More than 100 databases have been added 

to the Pilot search program. Check it out today! 

Family History Center News  
Pat Johnson 

http://www.lcgsco.org/videos
http://www.fhexpos.com
http://familysearch.org


50 Most Popular Genealogy  

 2009 Websites & Blogs 

ProGenealogists, a Utah based organization, created this 

list during the first quarter of 2009. Sites marked with a $ 

are subscription based. Listed are the top ten websites. 

You can view the remaining websites at http://

www.progenealogists.com/top50genealogy2009.htm. The 2008 ranking is 

given in parenthesis after the website name. 

1. Ancestry.com $ (1)      2. Genealogy.com $ (4)   

3. MyHeritage.com (3)    4. RootsWeb.com (2)   

5. MyFamily.com (5)       6. FamilySearch.org (5) 

7. FindAGrave.com (7)    8. Geni.com (18)  

9. Footnote.com $ (8)     10. AncestorHunt.com (12) 
 

ProGenealogists also listed the top 25 Genealogy Blogs for 2009. The top 

five blogs are listed below with the author in parenthesis. You can view the 

rest at http://www.progenealogists.com/top25blogs2009.htm. Blogs are 

websites with newsletter type articles given on a daily or weekly basis that 

allows readers to give their comments. 

1. About.com Genealogy (Kimberly Powell)  

2. Eastman Online Newsletter (Dick Eastman) 

3. Genea-Musings (Randy Seaver)  

4. Creative Gene (Jasia)  

5. Dear Myrtle  (Pat Richely) 
 

Be sure to check on these great websites and blogs as they help you with 

great articles on research and other genealogy support. 

 

Are We Losing Our Memory? Or is it the Museum of Obsolete Technology?       
By Dick Eastman 

 

Writing in LOST Magazine, Alexander Stille says that we are running out of time at the National Archives. 

Information stored in mechanical and electronic format is in danger of being lost forever. 

   The National Archives' Department of Special Media Preservation is a kind of museum of obsolete technology 

where Archives technicians try to tease information out of modern media that have long vanished from 

circulation. But the laboratory is more than a curious rag-and-bone shop of technologies past; in many ways, it 

offers a cautionary vision of the future. The problem of technological obsolescence ð of fading words and 

images locked in odd-looking, out-of-date gizmos ð is an even bigger problem for the computer age than for the 

new media produced in the first half of the 20th century. 

   One of the great ironies of the information age is that, while the late twentieth century will undoubtedly have recorded more data 

than any other period in history, it will also almost certainly have lost more information than any previous era. A study done in 

1996 by the Archives concluded that, at current levels, it would take approximately 120 years to transfer the backlog of nontextual 

material (photographs, videos, film, audiotapes, and microfilm) to a more stable format. "And in quite a few cases, we're talking 

about media that are expected to last about 20 years," said Charles Mayn, the head of the laboratory. Decisions about what to keep 

and what to discard will be made by default, as large portions will simply deteriorate beyond the point of viability.  (from Dick 

Eastmanôs Online Newsletter 3-22-09) 
 

Editorôs Notes: Our society has been archiving our past paper records since it was formed in 1974. We have the same problem 

storing paper that is slowly deteriorating. The LCGS Board in 2006 made the decision to digitize all the current and past records 

such as Board and general meeting minutes, newsletters, publications, videos, and society photos on CDs or DVDs, which could 

last up to 100 years. In 25 years, the CDs and DVDs probably will be obsolete with the newer solid state memory. I suspect lots of 

LCGS records will be lost as depicted in the above National Archives example. 
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Letôs Go Site-Seeing!  

Genealogy Tidbits  

Digitized Manuscript Collections Online 
 

Do you know what paper collections might help you 

in your genealogical research? Do you know what 

manuscript collections have been digitized for the 

Web?  

The National Union Catalog of Manuscript 

Collections is the most comprehensive guide to 

manuscript collections available. If you visit their 

blog at www.genealogyandfamilyhistory.com, you 

can get the benefit of reference librarian Carolyn 

Barkley's introduction to genealogical manuscript 

collections. This is one free article you don't want to 

miss. 

ððððððððððððððððð 

Writing Your Family History  
 

Yes, the research is the fun part. Writing a family 

history book just seems too daunting to be fun. But 

when the relatives start nagging, another writer, 

Kimberly Powell has listed 10 easy steps for making 

your family history book a reality. Please visit her 

website at http://genealogy.about.com/od/

writing_family_history/a/write.htm?nl=1  to learn 

more about this fascinating subject. Kim has written 

several family history books and she has some great 

tips! (From Kimberly Powellôs Weekly Blog) 

http://www.progenealogists.com/top50genealogy2009.htm
http://www.progenealogists.com/top50genealogy2009.htm
http://www.ancestry.com/
http://www.genealogy.com/
http://www.myheritage.com/
http://www.rootsweb.com/
http://www.myfamily.com
http://www.familysearch.org/
http://www.findagrave.com/
http://www.geni.com/
http://www.footnote.com/
http://www.ancestorhunt.com/
http://www.progenealogists.com/top25blogs2009.htm
http://genealogy.about.com/
http://blog.eogn.com/
http://www.geneamusings.com/
http://www.creativegene.blogspot.com/
http://blog.dearmyrtle.com
http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?et=1102435655253&e=001iXioiKhhdd0edBHkvBAgqrnmy8q-QlpTiZ8_PBflJQMNGz6_QNY6oQUescBS83kUT9AAzSLTX7L9zLOYTwyc-48UZVu9gEU9Y_xzIfrRuSucDwRCZh8EXE85jytVBl5X1ekR2AzZHR0=
http://genealogy.about.com/od/writing_family_history/a/write.htm?nl=1
http://genealogy.about.com/od/writing_family_history/a/write.htm?nl=1
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Society News  

Membership News 
 

Welcome new members: Diane Fox in Broomfield, Marilyn Brown , Debbie Harrison and Margaret Fillmore  in Fort Collins, 

Sharon Lundt in Loveland, Karen Wente in Milliken, and Denise Innes in Oakland Park, FL. 

 

Local Public Libraries & LCGS Sponsors Intro To Genealogy Classes 
 

Bob Larson presented the Intro to Genealogy class at the Loveland Public Library in February and the Fort Collins Main Library 

in March. Fifteen people attended the classes to learn how to research their ancestors. He introduced primary and secondary 

records, where to find these records, using the Internet, 

recording your genealogy manually or on computers, and local 

research and local genealogy societies in our area. Lots of 

examples on Powerpoint slides and family history stories were 

given at Bobôs presentation. 

  

More of these classes will be given at different libraries 

throughout the year. Please check our training schedule for 

more classes in future newsletters, on our website at 

www.lcgsco.org, and in flyers at our general meetings. A 

training video on this class is available on our website. 

Preserving Genealogical Records (from Ancestry Magazine) 
 

Jack Reese with The Generations Network knows itôs what you donôt see that matters. That was the case when he started working 

through the 1851 Manchester, England census records. Ink had faded. Water damage left mold that was eating away at the paper. 

Some pages were just fragments. Others were completely blank. 
 

Jack is an engineer with a background in computer imaging and family history. He started with a Nikon digital camera, replaced 

filters, and added ­specialized lenses. Next he built a light-controlled enclosure that could house custom lights and camera. As for 

lights, he added plenty of those: infrared, ultraviolet, fluorescent, incandescent, and more. Different lights illuminate different 

properties in the residual ink and the paper.  
 

Did it work? Of course and stunningly! The camera will prove its worth at The National Archives in London, capturing images of 

that 1851 Manchester census. Once snapped, keyed, and indexed, that means 200,000+ names that might have been lost will be 

available at your fingertips on Ancestry.com. In the examples below, you can see the difference between the old and new images. 

May 5 Class: How to add documents, photos, audio and video files to the Media section using a digital or video camera, scanner, 

or importing attachments from an email. The media items can be placed into family group sheets, family albums, sources, 

genealogy reports, and a family history book. In addition, we explain how to create family trees and charts. Live demo with 

handouts at the Harmony Library. 

 

June 2 Class: Using GenSmarts software with Family Tree Maker. This is a separate software program that works nicely with 

Family Tree Maker. GenSmarts intelligently searches for difficult brick walls by searching many different databases, either free or 

with paid subscriptions. This smart software uses different methods beyond normal genealogy software to search for lost relatives. 

Live demo with handouts at the NEW Council Tree Library on Harmony at Ziegler in the shopping center. 

Family Tree Maker Users Group  

Technology Corner  

http://www.lcgsco.org
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Five Fabulous Sources for Family History Books Online 
 

By Kimberly Powell, About.com (March 2009) 

Published family and local histories offer a potential rich source of information about your personal family 

history. Even if a family genealogy has not been published for your ancestors, local and family histories can 

offer insight into the places your ancestors lived and the people they may have encountered during their 

lifetime. Before you head to the local library or bookstore, however, take time to explore what might be 

available on the Internet. Literally hundreds of thousands of genealogies, local histories and other items of 

genealogical interest can be search, viewed and downloaded online for free! 

 

1. BYU Family History Archive   (http://www.lib.byu.edu/fhc/index.php) 

The BYU Family History Archive, a free collection of family histories, local histories, city directories and other genealogy books 

online, is the result of a partnership of three major genealogical libraries - The Allen County Public Library in Fort Wayne, 

Indiana; Brigham Young University Harold B. Lee Library; and FamilySearch's Family History Library in Salt Lake City. 

Digitized books have "every word" search capability, with search results linked to digital images of the original publication. 

When complete, this massive digitization effort promises to be the most comprehensive collection of city and county histories one 

the Web. Best of all, access will remain free!  

 
2. Google Books    (http://books.google.com/) 

Select "all books" to include books which allow viewing of over a million books, many out of copyright, but also others for which 

publishers have given Google permission to display limited book previews (which often includes the Table of Contents and Index 

pages, so you can easily check to see if a particular book includes information about your ancestor). The list of useful books, 

pamphlets, newspaper articles and ephemera that you might encounter includes many county histories and biographies published 

in the late 1800s and early 1900s, as well as family histories. Searching Google Books is much like searching Google - use 

phrases such as "Powell family" and other techniques to limit your results. 

3. HeritageQuest Online  (http://persi.heritagequestonline.com/hqoweb/library/do/books) 

HeritageQuest is a genealogical resource offered for free by many libraries across the United States and Canada. Most 

participating libraries even offer their patrons remote access from a home computer. The HeritageQuest book collection includes 

about 22,000 digitized family histories and local histories. Books are every-word searchable, or can be viewed page by page in 

their entirety. Downloading is limited to 50 pages, however. You generally won't be able to search HeritageQuest directly through 

this link - instead check with your local library to see if they offer this database and then connect through their site with your 

library card. 

4. Internet Text Archive  (http://www.archive.org/details/texts) 

Archive.org, which many of you may know for its Wayback Machine, also hosts a rich text archive of books, articles and other 

texts. The biggest collection of interest to family historians, is the American Libraries collection, which includes over 300 city 

directories and 1000 family histories free for searching, viewing, downloading and printing. The Canadian Libraries collection 

also includes genealogies and local histories. 

5. Canadian Local Histories Online  (http://www.ourroots.ca/) 

The Our Roots project bills itself as the world's largest collection of published Canadian local histories. Thousands of digital 

copies in French and English are available online, searchable by date, subject, author or keyword. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                          

Kimberly Powell is a professional genealogist. Kimberly's interest in genealogy began over 20 years ago with a school project 

and has developed into a passion. She is a proud member of the Association of Professional Genealogists, the National 

Genealogical Society, the International Society of Family History Writers and Editors, and several local genealogical societies. 

She has been writing about genealogy for About.com since 2000, and her work has also appeared in several genealogy 

magazines. She is the author of "Everything Family Tree, 2nd Edition" in 2006. 

http://www.lib.byu.edu/fhc/
http://books.google.com/
http://persi.heritagequestonline.com/hqoweb/library/do/books
http://www.archive.org/details/texts
http://www.ourroots.ca/
http://erclk.about.com/?zi=10/1cGd
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Thereôs No Business  

Like Show Business! 
by Len Ray 

This is a story of tracing family rumors. When I was a young lad, 

which was not a few years ago, I was told that my Dad had sat on 

Buffalo Billôs lap. And that my grandmotherôs brother had been in 

vaudeville.  
 

First some background. My grandmother was born Nora Kershaw and 

her brother was Merrick Kershaw. They were children of William J. 

Kershaw and Frances Hill. Their father, William, an immigrant from 

Ireland in 1836, was an officer in the Civil War and then a prominent 

attorney and politician in Wisconsin. His first wife, Mary Corn, was a full blooded 

Menominee Indian. She died at a young age. After her fatherôs death, Nora, her mother 

and siblings moved to Chicago about 1890. Nora married Thomas Ray and their son, 

Merrick Ray, was my father. 
 

My first clue was this brochure shown below, which was in my Grandmotherôs effects 

that I found upon her death. This shows Merrick Kershaw, on the right, teaming in the 

act of ñCloud and 

Kershaw.ò I began 

researching vaudeville 

and discovered that early 

vaudeville was a tough 

life. They did four or five 

shows per day in what 

they called the ñdimeò 

theaters. That represented 

the admission cost.  Not 

much pay and little or no personal time. This research was many years ago and I could 

not find any personal information. 
 

I thought I had reached a dead end. However, about 3 years ago, I found access to the 

digitized Chicago Tribune. And low and behold in the theater advertising section, I 

found ñCloud and Kershawò appearing in theaters from about 1895 to 1901 in this ad at 

the right from the Chicago Tribune in 1899. Cloud and Kershaw is shown second from the bottom. Notice who 

headlines the show -- George M. Cohan! Final proof that Merrick had indeed been in vaudeville. At last, I verified one 

family story! 
 

Using Google, I next found Merrick Kershaw working with Ringling Brothers traveling museum. Museum is another 

name for vaudeville. It shows Merrick and his brother, Charles, traveling the entire year of 1890 and working as ticket 

takers and performers. Merrick was 18 years old. How long he stayed with 

Ringling is unknown. 
 

Just this year, I decided to pursue the other family story of my father 

sitting on Buffalo Billôs lap. I contacted the Buffalo Bill Historical Center 

in Cody, Wyoming just to ask if they had records of employees. Thanks to 

very helpful researchers and archivists, I hit a gold mine. The Historical 

Center provided a copy of the brochure, similar to the right, showing the 

year 1896. 
 

They found that the team of Cloud and Kershaw traveled with their 

ñConcertò from about 1896 to 1900. It appears he traveled with them 

during the summer and performed in Chicago theaters during the winter. Stories Of A Lifetime...continued on next page 


