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Program Highlights  

V i s i t  o u r  u p d a t e d  w e b s i t e :  w w w . l c g s c o . o r g  

Regular meetings are held on the 3rd Thursday at 6:30 p.m. in the 
Community Room of the Harmony Public Library at 4616 S. Shields 
Street (Front Range CC Campus West Side)  
 
January 6: Family Tree Maker Users Group ï 6:30 pm 

Council Tree Public Library in the Community Room 

FTM 2010 Basics presented by Bob Larson 

See page three for detailed class information. 
 
January 12: Cheyenne GHS meeting - 6:30 pm 

Laramie County Library, 2200 Pioneer Avenue 

Program: ñOrganizing Your Researchò presented by Melanie Bosselman 

Please visit their website at http://cghswyoming.org/main_page.html 
 
January 14: Estes Park Genealogical Society ï 4 pm 

Estes Park Public Library, Second Floor 

Program: ñFederal Censusò by Mona Worley 

Please visit their website at http://www.estes.lib.co.us/adultservices.asp?loc=59 
 
January 19: Family History Writing Classes ï 3:30 pm 

Hosted by Gwen & Boyd Johnson at their home 

Three weekly educational classes limited to six members 

Please RSVP with Gwen or Boyd at 613-0948 
 
January 21: Larimer County Genealogical Society ï 6:30 pm 

Harmony Public Library, Community Room 

Program ñAnnual Election of Officers, Dessert Social, & Society Highlights Video" 

See program highlights for details. 
 
February 1: Family Tree Maker Users Group - 7 pm 

Harmony Public Library in the Community Room 

FTM 2010 Basics presented by Bob Larson 

See page three for detailed class information. 
 
February 13: Introduction to Genealogy - 9 am 

Loveland Public Library ï Community Room 

Three hour workshop presented by LCGS 
 
February 16: Family History Writing Classes ï 3:30 pm 

Hosted by Gwen & Boyd Johnson at their home. 

Three weekly educational classes limited to six members 

Please RSVP with Gwen or Boyd at 613-0948 
 
February 18: Larimer County Genealogical Society ï 6:30 pm 

Harmony Public Library, Community Room 

Program ñCare & Feeding of Photos ï Old & Newò presented by Roger Dudley    

See program highlights for details. 
 

All programs are FREE unless noted and the public  

and friends are cordially invited to attend. 

Januaryôs Program: Want to know what 

our society did in 2009? 

Our program features our 

ñ2009 Society Highlightsò 

video. We start our first 

meeting of the year with our 

popular dessert social, 

followed by a drawing for 

three great prizes valued at 

$150. A limit of one $2 ticket will be offered 

to each person. We finish with our annual 

election of officers. Have some laughs, 

wonderful desserts, great prizes, and 

fellowship. You wonôt want to miss this 

entertaining meeting! 

 

Februaryôs Program: Roger Dudley 

presents ñCare and Feeding 

of Photos ï Old and New.ò 

As photos age, they can 

fade, be subjected to heat, 

sunlight, humidity, mold, 

and plastic enclosure 

deterioration. Roger 

demonstrates several 

methods of preservation of photos and shows 

several photo samples. Lots of great photo 

information for users working with photo 

albums or family history. If you would like 

to know more about photos, this program is 

for you!  

Events Calendar  

http://cghswyoming.org/main_page.html
http://www.estes.lib.co.us/adultservices.asp?loc=59


 
LARIMER COUNTY GENEA LOGICAL SOCIETY OFFICERS  

President  Robert Larson   225-0491 
Vice President  Carol Stetser 495-1132  
Treasurer  Paul Smith  613-1930 
Recording Secretary  Barbara Bonilla 472-0659 
Corresponding Secretary  Hap Hazard 484-9194 
Director At Large Ceil Damschroder 226-2164 
Director At Large Pat Walker 420-3597 

 

COMMITTEE CHAIRS 
 

Archival/Study Groups Sonny Hygh 204-1460 
Budget & Finance Len Ray 282-0915 
Council Representative Open 
Education George & Hildy Morgan 223-3493 
Hospitality Ellen Wheeling 223-8744 
LDS Contact  Pat Johnson   482-3385 
Membership       Jan Hygh     204-1460 
Mentor Program      Sharon Koleber 669-2599 
Newsletter Editor      Robert Larson  225-0491 
Publications       Hap Hazard  484-9194 
Publicity Kathy Patrick                   206-1664 
Researcher-Ft. Collins  Carol Stetser  495-1132 
Researcher-Loveland  Al Boswell   669-8766 
Webmaster Pat Walker 225-0491 
 

 

Larimer County Genealogical Society meets at 6:30 p.m. on 
the third Thursday of each month (except December) at the 
Harmony Public Library, Community Meeting Room, 4616 So. 
Shields Street in Fort Collins, CO. 

Dues: $18 per year for an individual or $27 per year for a 
family. 

The newsletter is published six times a year. Please submit all 
articles and announcements to the newsletter committee at  
email address: newsletter_editor@lcgsco.org  or to our 
mailing address below.  

 
Mailing Address:  Larimer County Genealogical Society 

PO Box 270737,  
Ft Collins, CO 80527-0737 

 

Website:  www.lcgsco.org 
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Presidentôs Message 
Bob Larson  

Another year has gone by with hopefully a 

better economy ahead of us. With a long 

winter looming from the El Nino effects, this 

should give genealogists and family historians 

lots of time to research their ancestors. 
 

We had a great military program in November 

and a great turnout at our annual holiday dinner party in 

December. Rex Rees gave an interesting presentation of his 

wifeôs ancestor of a WWII pilot and his crew on a bomber 

shot down in 1943. We had a wonderful holiday dinner party 

at the Country Buffet in early December. Sixty-six people 

attended this annual tradition with various stories provided by 

many members. Thanks to past president Ken Goldsberry 

for emceeing our party. Many great raffle prizes valued at 

$800 were given away. Please thank the donors as listed on 

our website and the newsletter back page and also 

McDonalds Restaurants for supplying free coffee at our 

general meetings. 
 

The fourth annual Girl Scout Heritage Badge program had 

over 20 Junior Girl Scouts attend last November. See more 

info on this event in the society page. Thanks to Kathy 

Patrick  for coordinating the program and our many society 

volunteers for helping at the event. The program has been 

very successful for the girl scouts learning about their 

ancestors and obtaining their heritage badge. 
 

Good news! The Colorado Family History Expo will be 

returning to Loveland on June 25 & 26. We had over 600 

attend last year and expect even more attendance and 

exhibitors this year. More details will be coming during the 

next several months. Mark your calendars for another 

educational and exciting event to attend! 
 

More video classes will be added to our society website this 

month. Workshop videos on Photo and Document 

Preservation, Traditional and Digital Scrapbooks, and 

Publishing Your Family History will soon be available. 
 

Your board is working hard to prepare for 2010 with many 

events scheduled. With over 18 classes and workshops, 

George & Hildy Morgan have scheduled many new classes 

for our members. We expect to have a booth again at this 

yearôs Victorian Sunday in the Park, Colorado Family History 

Expo in June, and Salute to Senior expo in October. Our 

Outreach Committee continues with the 5th annual Girl Scout 

Heritage Badge program this Spring. And our VP Carol 

Stetser has another exciting year of interesting programs for 

our general meetings. 
 

Hopefully, all members are enjoying the benefits of our 

society with all the events we provide on an annual basis. We 

strive to promote our mission of learning, research, and 

fellowship at our events. So bring a friend and enjoy the 

benefits of our society and let them know that weôre very 

addicting!  

    Happy Trails!  Bob 

Family History Center contact info:  

   Fort Collins FHC:  226-5999 

   Tue and Wed: 10am-4pm & 6:30-9:30pm 

   Sat: 9 am to noon 

   Loveland FHC: 669-6498 

   Berthoud FHC: 532-2155 
  
TIP: A new feature from FamilySearch Labs is the community 
trees. Community Trees are lineage-linked genealogies from 
specific (and limited) time periods and geographic localities 
around the world. The information also includes the supporting 
sources. To access -- http://histfam.familysearch.org/
index.php. To find the communities that are ready to view -- 
http://histfam.familysearch.org/learnmore.php. For 
researchers lucky enough to be working in any of these 
communities the project is a gold mine. 
 

Family History Center News  
By Pat Johnson 

http://histfam.familysearch.org/index.php
http://histfam.familysearch.org/index.php
http://histfam.familysearch.org/learnmore.php


Having trouble researching your ancestors and need some help? There are many online genealogy classes 

available in both audio and video formats. Users can search for online genealogy classes on the Internet, but 

hereôs several taken from the latest edition of Internet Genealogy magazine. Free audio podcasts by the 

Genealogy Guys George C. Morgan and Drew Smith (www.genealogyguys.com), Dear Myrtleôs Family History 

Hour (www.dearmyrtle.com), and popular genealogist Lisa Louise Cooke has Genealogy Gems 

(www.genealogygemspodcast.com).  

 

There are many free video webinars or video courses online also. Ancestry offers different free research webinars (http://

learn.ancestry.com/Home/HMLND.aspx) including their Family tree Maker software. Family Tree magazine 

(www.familytreemagazine.com) offers cost based webinars, Roots Television (www.rootstelevision.com) has many free video 

courses, as does Family History Library  (www.familysearch.org/eng/library/Education/frameset_education.asp), Learn Web 

Skills (www.learnwebskills.com) and BYU (http://ce.byu.edu/is/site/courses/free.cfm) has many free courses.  

  

  

The TV networks have several new reality shows about genealogy and family history. Popular actress Lisa 

Kudrow is the executive producer of the American version of the television program "Who Do You Think You 

Are?" The NBC TV show's producers have made several episodes that will air in primetime starting in January. 

Interestingly, this seems like a remake of the ñBiographyò TV show of celebrities as originally seen on A&E 

cable network with Peter Graves in 1987 and the Biography cable channel since 1999. 

Kudrow will host the show about celebrities heading back to their past. Actresses Susan Sarandon and Sarah 

Jessica Parker are among the famous to be seen. The producers are expecting the show will have international 

appeal thanks to the universal stories and the show's subjects are all globally recognized names and faces. 

NBC.com is working with Ancestry.com to create a cross-platform interactive website to coincide with the launch of the series. 

(Ancestry.com monthly newsletter) 

 

Another new TV show ñFind My Family,ò a program to bring families back together 

premiered last November. With the help of a dedicated team of researchers, TV hosts 

Tim Green and Lisa Joyner guide people searching for lost loved ones through 

emotional journeys that may change their lives forever.  One hour editions of the ABC-

TV show will air on Mondays at 7:00 MT. 

 

The television series reunites mothers, fathers, daughters and sons who were lost for 

decades. The TV show brings the emotional stories of different families in search of lost 

relatives. The ñFind My Familyò team search through the archives tracking down records to uncover the missing links. A follow-up 

with each family will conclude each episode. Doesnôt this series remind you of Ralph Edwards program on his 1950ôs live reality 

TV show, ñThis Is Your Life?ò (Dick Eastmanôs Online Newsletter) 

 

 

January 6 Class: The Family Tree Maker Users Group starts the new year with the release of the Family Tree Maker 2010 

software with several exciting new features. This class will cover the latest patches, menu items, toolbars, using the seven 

workspaces, creating new trees, importing trees, managing family trees and files, help menu, and electronic manual, registering and 

activating the software, and changing software preferences. The software is shown on the big screen and handouts are available at 

the Council Tree Library at 6:30 pm. 

 

February 1 Class: We will review the seven workspace tabs, but emphasize the Plan and building your family tree and adding 

People tabs in detail. We will show how to make any individual the home person in the family tree, navigate the different sections 

in each of these workspace tabs, and how to add, delete individuals and print or share the family file information for relatives. The 

software is shown on the big screen and handouts are available at the Harmony Public Library at 7 pm. 
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Letôs Go Site-Seeing!  

Genealogy Tidbits  

Family Tree Maker Users Group  

http://www.genealogyguys.com/
http://www.dearmyrtle.com/
http://www.genealogygemspodcast.com/
http://learn.ancestry.com/Home/HMLND.aspx
http://learn.ancestry.com/Home/HMLND.aspx
http://www.familytreemagazine.com/
http://www.rootstelevision.com/
http://www.familysearch.org/eng/library/Education/frameset_education.asp
http://www.learnwebskills.com/
http://ce.byu.edu/is/site/courses/free.cfm
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Society News  

Membership News 
 

Please welcome new member:  Barbara MacGillivray from Windsor. 

 

LCGS Hosts Fifth Annual Holiday Dinner 
 

Our annual Holiday Adventure dinner was held at the Country Buffet in Fort Collins during early December. Sixty-six members 

and spouses attended this annual event. Past LCGS President Ken Goldsberry was our Master of Ceremonies and gave several 

funny stories along with several stories from our members. Many prizes ranging from genealogy software and gift certificates to 

annual subscriptions valued at $800 were given away. Our annual Volunteer of the Year was recognized at the party as listed 

below. Thanks to Cartridge World , Red Lobster, Olive Garden, Chiliôs, and Country Buffet  for providing gift certificates, 

Family Tree Maker, Legacy, and Roots Magic for providing genealogy software, and Family History Expos and Ancestry.com 

for providing show tickets and a world deluxe subscription. Several pictures from the dinner party are shown below. 

 

Volunteer of the Year 
 

Len Ray is our 2009 Volunteer of the Year! The Education Committee received five nominations for the 

second annual award. Len was selected with his many achievements during the past five years. He is 

currently our Budget & Finance Chair and served four years as our past VP, one year as a Board director, past 

Chair for Standards and Nominations, and served on the Education/Outreach and Obits research committees. 

Len has contributed to obtaining our societyôs 501(c3) nonprofit classification with the IRS, created the handy 

reference guides for each society board and chair position, and has been an active member since 2002. 

Besides a certificate, Len will receive a subscription to Internet Genealogy magazine for one year. 

Congratulations Len! 

 
 

LCGS and Girl Scout Council Sponsor Annual Girl Scout Genealogy Program 
 
Kathy Patrick, pictured at right, is our Publicity Chair and has been instrumental in coordinating the annual 

Junior Girl Scout genealogy program with Girl Scout coordinator Louise Mosnik. This yearôs event was held 

at the First Methodist Church in Fort Collins last November.  More than 20 Girl Scouts attended the program 

to learn about their ancestors using a guide developed by Kathy and other LCGS members for obtaining their 

Heritage Badge. LCGS also gave genealogy comic books to each girl scout from the National Genealogical 

Society that tells a fascinating story about researching ancestors. Thanks to society volunteers Margo & Anne 

Butner, Dora Hildebrand, Sandy Knox, Karen Wente, and Ellen Wheeling for helping at the event. 

 
 

Poudre River Public Library District and LCGS Sponsors 6th Annual Internet Workshop 
 

The Harmony Public Library and LCGS sponsored the sixth annual óGenealogy on the Internetô workshop 

last November. Eighteen members and visitors attended the popular three hour workshop held twice every 

year. Ginny Feagler as shown left and Bob Larson gave presentations during the first hour on four popular 

research websites: HeritageQuest, Rootsweb, Ancestry, and FamilySearch. Thanks to member volunteers 

Hap Hazard, Mary Joy Hauk , Sharon Koleber, George & Hildy Morgan  for helping the genealogists 

with their research after the presentation. 



2010 Officer Nominations  
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The 2010 Nominations Committee consists of Len Ray as Chair and Barbara Sullivan. The committee reviewed all members 

with one or more years of society membership and nominated the following individuals to serve on the societyôs board for two 

years. At our January meeting, the membership can vote for these candidates or nominate other members to serve in these open 

positions, provided the candidates meet our By-Laws requirement and are willing to serve for two years. 
 

Carol Stetser is nominated for our Vice President. Carol was appointed our VP last year and has 

volunteered to serve for two years. She is a Utah native, raised on a dairy farm just outside Ogden, Utah. 

Carol attended Weber State University and graduated with a degree in English. She taught junior/senior high 

school English for a few years until she decided to return to graduate school. 
 

Carol has always loved history, since it was her minor in college. Genealogy is a natural extension of that 

love.  Genealogy just brings history up close and personal. Ten or so years ago, she was visiting her family 

in Utah. Carol and her sister talked about how everyone came to Utah to do family research and how they never even gone to Salt 

Lake to the library. They decided to go the next day, but knew nothing about their ancestors and were totally unprepared, but 

within a short time, a library volunteer helped them on a computer, and they traced their Terry line back to the 1600s. Thatôs all it 

took! She was definitely hooked and hasnôt quit searching for new info since. Carol has been a member since 2002. She has 

served as VP for one year, Recording Secretary for four years and has been our society researcher for five years. 
 

Paul Smith is nominated a second term as our society treasurer. Paul was born in Bishop, California, the son of 

Elmer and Bettye Smith. His motherôs ancestors are Scotch, English and German and migrated from North 

Carolina to Texas.  His fatherôs ancestors emigrated from Canada. While growing up in Whittier he showed an 

early interest in electronics and amateur radio and worked part time in a radio-TV repair shop. Encouraged by his 

teachers to pursue an engineering career, he attended California State colleges at San Luis Obispo, eventually 

obtaining his BS in engineering from California State College in Los Angeles. 
 

Paulôs interest ñblossomedò in genealogy with the discovery that his great grandfather, a volunteer cavalryman 

from Kansas, was involved in building the first military post near Fort Collins known as Camp Collins, the forerunner to the 

present day Fort Collins. He was a member of the 9th Kansas, assigned to protect the Overland Trail from Indian raiders and to 

build Ft. Halleck (Wyoming Territory). In addition to researching his Canadian, Texas and North Carolina roots, he enjoys 

western history and learning how to do genealogical research. Paul has been a member since 2003 and served on several 

committees. 
 

Barbara Bonilla  is nominated for our Recording Secretary. Barbara was appointed to fill this position last 

October and has agreed to run for two years. Barbara was born in Indianapolis, Indiana to James Robert and 

Lorene (Hey) Whitesell. A few years later the family moved to Phoenix, Arizona. She graduated from Arizona 

State University with a degree in Elementary Education. She taught third grade in Phoenix and then moved to 

Salt Lake City and taught for two more years. Much to her regret, she never once visited the Family History 

Library even though she lived there for four years! Barbara moved to Fort Collins in 1970. She worked at CSU 

for 27 years, starting as a typist and was the office manager for Environmental Health Services, where she retired 

in 2001. 
 

Barbaraôs interest in genealogy began at her motherôs 80th birthday party, when her mother along with her sister and one of her 

brothers were talking about their childhood and trying to figure out who some of the relatives were that they remembered visiting. 

Barbara said she lived close to a Family History Center and would visit there to try to find information about the family. It didnôt 

take long to realize that it would take a lot of research to learn about her ancestors. Barbara has been a member since 2005. 
 

Dale Eriksen is nominated for our societyôs Director At Large for two years. Dale is a native of Missouri, born in 

Independence and raised on a farm near Grandview and in Kansas City, where he graduated from Kansas City 

Central High. He is the son of Conrad John and Audrey M. (Idol) Eriksen and a second generation Dane. Dale was 

married for 50 years to Marion Belbin Eriksen (deceased) and has 5 children, 11 grandchildren and 7 greats so far. 
 

Dale has been doing genealogy for ten years tracing his Danish and German lines and recently delved into DNA 

genealogy. So far, no close relatives. Genealogy has become his hobby since he gave up Boy Scouting where he 

spent over 60 years. Dale and Marion visited all 50 states as well as foreign countries pursuing leisure and 

genealogy - and still not done. Dale has served on the nominations and membership committees and has been a member since 

2001. 
 

Thanks to these members for their years of service and volunteering on the Board! 




