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Program Highlights  

V i s i t  o u r  u p d a t e d  w e b s i t e :  w w w . l c g s c o . o r g  

Regular meetings are held on the 3rd Thursday at 6:30 p.m. in 

the Community Room of the Harmony Public Library at 4616 S. 

Shields Street (Front Range CC Campus West Side)  
 
November 3: Family Tree Maker Users Group ï 7 pm 
Harmony Public Library, 4616 Shields at Harmony, Community Meeting Room 
Program: Publishing Your Family History Part III presented by Bob Larson 
See page three for details. 
 
November 6: Weld County Genealogical Society Meeting ï 7 pm 
Centennial Park Branch Library, 2227 23rd Avenue in Greeley 
Program: ñQuiltsò by Debra Frazier 
 
November 7: National Archives Veteranôs Day Workshop, Lakewood ï 9 am 
NARA, Denver Federal Center, Building 48, Sixth & Kipling Ave 
Free workshop on military records. Register at Denver.archives@nara.gov or call 
303-407-5740. 
 
November 8: Intro To Genealogy Workshop, Fort Collins ï 10 am 
Fort Collins Main Library, 201 Peterson Street, Ben Delatour Room 
Three hour class presented by Bob Larson on genealogy basics. 
 
November 11: Albany County Genealogical Society Meeting, Laramie ï 7 pm 
First United Methodist Church in Laramie, Wyoming 
Program: ñUsing Genealogy Software to Prepare A Publicationò by Max Klinger  
 
November 11: Cheyenne GHS Meeting, Cheyenne ï 6:30 pm 
Laramie County Central Library, 2200 Pioneer Avenue, Sunflower Room 
Program: ñDating Photos by Clothingò by Shari Birch 
 
November 20: Larimer County Genealogical Society, Fort Collins ï 6:30 pm 
Harmony Public Library, 4616 Shields at Harmony, Community Meeting Room. 
Program: ñThe Tax Man Came - And He Left Records!ò by Carol Darrow , CG. 
See program highlights for details. 
 
December 4: LCGS Holiday Adventure Dinner Party, Fort Collins ï 5:30 pm 
Golden Corral Restaurant, 901 E. Harmony Road at Lemay. 
Please RSVP with Carrie Graves at 224-5758. Cost is about $10 per person.  
See program highlights for details. 
 
December 4: Weld County Genealogical Society Meeting ï 7 pm 
Centennial Park Branch Library, 2227 23rd Avenue in Greeley 
Program: ñVisualizing Migration Using Google Mapsò by Birdie Monk Holsclaw 
 
December 9: Albany County Genealogical Society Meeting, Laramie ï 7 pm 
First United Methodist Church in Laramie, Wyoming 
Program: ñImmigration & Passenger Listsò by Janet Williams 
 
December 9: Cheyenne GHS Meeting, Cheyenne ï 6:30 pm 
Laramie County Central Library, 2200 Pioneer Avenue, Sunflower Room 
Program: ñVictorian Christmasò by Paula Taylor 
 

All programs are FREE unless noted and  
the public and friends are cordially invited to attend. 

November 20 Program: Carol Darrow  will 
present ñThe Tax Man 
Came And He Left Re-
cords!ò The census taker 
came every ten years and 
often missed people. The 
tax man came every year 
and he rarely missed any-
one. Carol explains how tax 

records can be a great substitute for census 
records and a source of surprising informa-
tion on your ancestor. 
 

Carol Darrow is a Certified Genealogist and 
the co-author of The Genealogist's Guide to 
Researching Tax Records, published by 
Heritage Books in 2007. She is President of 
the Colorado Genealogical Society, and 
member of  the National Genealogical Soci-
ety and Colorado Association of Professional 
Genealogists.  
 

December 4 Program: No general meeting, 
but our annual Holiday 
Adventure Dinner will be 
held at the Golden Corral 
restaurant in Fort Collins. 
Bring your spouse for an 
enjoyable evening with 

other LCGS members. President Ken Golds-
berry and staff will discuss society high-
lights, have members give genealogy gems 
or quips, and many prizes will be handed out 
to the lucky winners. Donôt forget to register 
with Carrie Graves, our Hospitality Chair for 
the dinner at 224-5758. 

EVENTS CALENDAR  

mailto:Denver.archives@nara.gov


 
LARIMER COUNTY GENEA LOGICAL SOCIETY OFFICERS  

President  Ken Goldsberry   663-6698 
Vice President  Open   
Treasurer  Paul Smith  613-1930 
Recording Secretary  Carol Stetser  495-1132 
Corresponding Secretary  Hap Hazard 484-9194 
Board Member Ceil Damschroder 226-2164 
Board Member Len Ray 282-0915 

 
 

COMMITTEE CHAIRS 
 

Archival Sonny Hygh 204-1460 
Council Representative Marilyn Rudd  484-1197 
Education Robert Larson 225-0491 
Hospitality  Carrie Graves  224-5758 
LDS Contact  Pat Johnson   482-3385 
Membership  Gene OôConnell 482-6174 
Publications  Hap Hazard 484-9194 
Publicity Kathy Patrick                   206-1664 
Recycle Table Cathi Smith 613-1930 
Researcher-Ft. Collins  Carol Stetser  495-1132 
Researcher-Loveland  Al Boswell   669-8766 
 

NEWSLETTER STAFF 

Editor  Robert Larson   225-0491 
Publisher  Kareen Whatley  377-0520  
Distribution  Julia Hillen   482-5957 
 

Larimer County Genealogical Society meets at 6:30 p.m. on 
the third Thursday of each month (except no meeting in 
December) at the Harmony Public Library, Community 
Meeting Room, 4616 So. Shields Street in Fort Collins, CO. 

Dues are $18 per year for an individual or $27 per year for a 
family. 

The newsletter is published six times a year. Please submit all 
articles and announcements to the newsletter committee at  
email address: newsletter_editor@lcgsco.org  or to our 
mailing address below.  

 
Mailing Address:  Larimer County Genealogical Society 

PO Box 270737,  
Ft Collins, CO 80527-0737 

 
Website:  www.lcgsco.org 
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Ramblings  
from Ken 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED.... First, I want 
to thank all of the Board, Committee 

Chairs and committee members who have given their time as 
volunteers on behalf of the LCGS during 2008. Many of you 
are ñunsung heroesò for the time you have spentéthank you, 
thank you! 
     The nomination committee, presently composed of Carol 
Stetser (Chairperson), Barbara Sullivan and hopefully one 
other volunteer, will be ñtappingò several people on the 
shoulder and encouraging them to accept a LCGS Board posi-
tion. The By-laws dictate the length of time one can serve, 
thus the President has fulfilled his two terms of two years 
and the Corresponding Secretary was Carolyn Jones who 
had to move to Montana in late 2007 and Hap Hazard volun-
teered to complete her second year of her first term. In addi-
tion, the Vice President position has been vacant for the first 
year of a two year term and those obligations were spread 
among the present Board members. The VP position is an 
appointed one for the second year, by the president. But we 
need a volunteer!!! We also need a Board member at large. 
     The Committee chairs are not voted on, but are still a vital 
part of the operation of the Society. They are appointed by the 
President with the blessings of the Board. Gene OôConnell 
has been the Membership Committee Chairman and Carrie 
Graves the Hospitality Committee Chairperson and they 
have asked to be replaced beginning in January 2009. Cathi 
Smith desires to pass the Development and maintenance of 
Society Scrapbook to someone in January. Other replace-
ments may also need to be considered. 
     Society members...The LCGS has grown and become in-
fluential in Larimer County. Our programs and activities are 
among the tops in the state and perhaps the USA. In order to 
continue to help and teach people the art and science of 
searching for their family history we need to maintain organ-
ized projects and services...volunteer assistance is needed to 
accomplish these endeavors. Wonôt you please open your 
heart and hands to volunteering?   
     Guidelines have been created for all Society positions so 
one doesnôt have to wonder how to accomplish the associated 
tasks, plus there is always someone on the sidelines that auto-
matically lends a hand. 
     ANNUAL HOLIDAY ADVENTURE... the third LCGS 
Holiday Adventure dinner and program will be held at the 
Golden Corral Cafeteria, 901 E. Harmony Rd. in Fort Collins 
on Thursday evening on 4 December 2008. Meet about 5:30 
with dinner at 6:00. Following dinner, there will be entertain-
ment of sorts...and throughout the evening outstanding boxes/
sacks of gifts will be raffled off. The dinner is $10 per person 
at the door and raffle tickets will be given as you are seated. 
More info later. 
     WEB SITES TO CONSIDER ....You might want to add 
these sites to your favorites list. http://wwwnndb.com....insert the 
name of a notable person and learn all about them. 
http://directory.evendon.com...a new Free (donation type) web 
site created by Don Krieger on CASANFRA website and up-
dated periodically. To search a book, click on the link for the 
book. This will load the page list for the book in the left frame 
and will show you the title page in the main frame. At the top of 
the left frame is the search. THE SEARCH SELECTOR is auto-
matically set to search just that book at this point. Create updates 
from this site. See you the 20 November and donôt forget to vol-
unteer before then.  

  Happy Digging, Ken Goldsberry, President 

Family History Center News 
by Pat Johnson 

 

Family History Center contact info:  

Fort Collins hours at 226-5955  

or Loveland hours at 669-6498. 

 

TIP: Go to http://familysearch.org and see new 

tools to help you. Choose ñSearch Recordsò and the drop down 

menu now directs you to ñRecord Search Pilotò and ñHistorical 
Books.ò Record Search Pilot opens the data being indexed by 

thousands of volunteers. Historical Books opens the digitized 

books and articles at BYU Library. The current count is 20,000 

items in the collection. 

http://wwwnndb.com/
http://directory.evendon.com/
http://familysearch.org


Have you visited the Ellis Island database lately? The volunteer group updates it quite often and many changes 

have taken place since it began in 2001. Itôs a favorite website among genealogists because 1) their database is 

large and includes over 24 millions immigrants who passed through this famous port, 2) the immigrants repre-

sented over 150 different ethnic personnel, and 3) most importantly, the indexes and images are still free. Check 
their website at www.ellisisland.org. The online records are available from 1892 until 1924. 

 

A virtual online database exists at many county courthouses. There are over 3,000 counties in the 50 states. Most of these counties 

are digitizing their current courthouse records. Iôve found many BMD indexes at many county levels on locating my ancestors just 

by visiting each county that my ancestor lived in. Of course, many counties still donôt offer online BMD databases, but many offer 

tax, land, and other similar records. Users can google the individual county websites or can locate county seats at http://

www.naco.org or http://publicrecords.onlinesearches.com. 

Matching Ancestryôs Database Indexes to Images by Bob Larson 
 

Have you ever wondered how Ancestry.com matches all those names from the census and other handwritten records 

to their website images? Tim Sullivan, CEO for Generations Network, which includes Ancestry.com, described old 

census forms from the 18th, 19th, and early 20th centuries as "a hugely diverse collection of handwritten records." 

Remember, census forms from 1930 and earlier were filled out by a multitude of individuals going door to door 

across America, and their handwriting styles varied greatly.  
     So how did The Generations Network import the data from millions of old census forms into its online database? 

Sullivan says the company spent about $75 million over 10 years to build its "content assets" including the census 

data, and much of that cost went into partnering with Chinese firms whose employees read the data and entered it into Ances-

try.com's database. The Chinese staff are specially trained to read the cursive and other handwriting styles from digitized paper 

records and microfilm. The task is ongoing with other handwritten records, at a cost of approximately $10 million per year. 

 

Biography and Genealogy Master Index by Ginny Feagler, Fort Collins Librarian 
 

Biography and Genealogy Master Index (BGMI) is one of the best reference works to begin a search for informa-

tion on people. It includes current and retrospective materials on both living and deceased individuals from every 

field and all over the world. It indexes biographical dictionaries, whoôs who, subject encyclopedias and literary criti-

cism that include multiple biographies.  Periodical articles or biography books on a single individual are excluded. 

Searching BGMI  provides access to publications that will have biographical information on the person being re-

searched 

 The database includes millions of names as well as all the citations that were published in the print volumes of Biography and 

Genealogy Master Index. Approximately 300,000 new citations are added twice a year to the database. 

 Searching:  The database can be searched in the following three ways: 

1) Name search enables one to search for an individual by name, pseudonym or stage name; 2) Advanced Search mode allows 
one to search many fields simultaneously, and 3) Expert Search mode enables one to construct search queries to identify indi-

viduals that may not be found using pre-defined search options. 

The Fort Collins Regional Library District currently subscribes to this database.  It can be found in Genealogy and Local History 

category of Databases on the web page. 

 

November 3: Publishing Your Family History ï 7 pm. Harmony Public Library, 4616 Shields at Harmony, Community Meeting 
Room: This is the final FTM class for this year. Writing and publishing family histories will be emphasized with special guests 
Boyd Johnson, Carol Stetser, Jean Messinger and Bob Larson discussing their past family history publications. They will share 
their experiences of their publications and show you examples of their family history projects. Be sure to attend this class for an 
exciting evening of learning about family history projects. Feel free to bring a friend who is interested in genealogy software or 
learning about family history. You wonôt want to miss this entertaining evening as there will be lots of great stories and experi-
ences on publishing! 
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Letôs Go Site-Seeing!  

Genealogy Tidbits  

Family Tree Maker Users Group  

http://www.ellisisland.org/
http://www.naco.org/
http://www.naco.org/
http://publicrecords.onlinesearches.com/
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Welcome new members Jim Austin, Howard & Kathryn Cappel , Betty Frye, Carolyn Lumar,  and Mike Whatley from Fort 

Collins and Laura Johnson, Patricia Spaine, and Cathy & Scott Waterhouse from Loveland! We have grown to 160 members! 

 

Society Presents Adobe Photoshop Software Workshop 
 

Society member and marine photographer Nancy Abrahams gave a great workshop on using Adobe Pho-
toshop software on September 13 at the Loveland Public Library. Twenty four people attended her suc-

cessful workshop. Thanks to librarian and member Jackie Kietzmann for the great hospitality. 

 

Nancy presented the basics of the software including simple photo editing tasks such as cropping and 

changing the brightness and contrast of pictures. Advanced tasks included photo restoration techniques 

using cloning, eliminating unwanted backgrounds, and adding special effects such as borders. 
 

  

Society Participates in Thirteenth Annual Cemetery Stroll Event 
 

Our society participated in the cityôs annual Cemetery Stroll event held at the Grandview Cemetery on September 20. The Daughters 
of American Revolution coordinated the event with their ñPatriotism Past Downò theme. This yearôs event focused on past DAR 

members who are buried at the cemetery. Many volunteers helped at the booths or portrayed characters as DAR members of Fort 

Collins. About 200 people attended the event. Our society had a booth with lots of helpful information for the visitors. Thanks to our 

LCGS members President Ken Goldsberry, Mary Joy Hauk , Barbara Bonilla , George Morgan, and Pat Johnson (also a DAR 

Registrar in the Windsor chapter), who helped at the event, DAR members and city employees. 

 

LCGS Charter Member and the President of the local CAR group Carolyn Goodwin (below left), coordinated the event for the city 

and portrayed Jennie Russell, first regent of the new chapter in 1907. LCGS Members Betty Winberg and Bob Larson  (below 

right) portrayed Emeline and Captain William Post. Emeline was the first historian for the Fort Collins chapter in 1908. Captain Post 

served in the merchant shipping services and as a Union Navy captain during the Civil War. William and Emeline married in 1863. 

 

 

Society Presents Seventh Successful Genealogy On The Internet Workshop 
 

Seventeen participants attended the seventh Genealogy On 

The Internet workshop at the Harmony Public Library on 

October 11. Librarian and member Ginny Feagler (shown 

right) and Education Chair Bob Larson taught the popular 

series on the top four genealogy websites: Ancestry, 

FamilySearch, HeritageQuest, and Rootsweb. Thanks to our 

volunteer helpers Mary Joy Hauk , Gwen Kelly, Jim 

Willard , and Cathi & Paul Smith, who made it a great suc-

cess. This program will be presented several times next year, 

so please sign up by emailing FTM@lcgsco.org. 

Society News  

Member & CAR President Carolyn Goodwin      DAR Registrar Pat Johnson, President Ken 
Goldsberry, & Barbara Bonilla   

Nancy Abrahams 

Members Betty Winberg & Bob Larson as 
Emeline & Captain William Post  


